Administration of George W. Bush, 2007

Proclamation 8146—National
Hurricane Preparedness Week, 2007

May 18, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Each year, millions of Americans living in
coastal areas are faced with the hazards of
hurricanes. As hurricane season approaches,
National Hurricane Preparedness Week pro-
vides an opportunity to raise awareness of
steps that can be taken to help protect our
citizens, and their communities and property.

Hurricanes can be devastatingly powerful
and include storm surge, high winds, torna-
does, and flooding. To reduce the potentially
deadly effects of these storms, it is imperative
for people in hurricane-prone areas to pre-
pare for each type of hurricane hazard. Tak-
ing the time to develop a family disaster plan,
create a disaster supply kit, and stay aware
of current weather situations can improve
preparedness and help save lives.

My Administration is committed to
strengthening our Nation’s ability to prepare
for, respond to, and recover from these types
of disasters. I've asked the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) to find
ways to provide better assistance to those af-
fected by catastrophe. FEMA has enhanced
coordination between all levels of govern-
ment during times of crisis and, along with
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, is helping raise awareness about
the dangers of hurricanes. In addition, the
Department of Homeland Security and
FEMA provide Americans with important
emergency preparation checklists and valu-
able resources about what to do after a dis-
aster at ready.gov and fema.gov. By working
together, citizens and Federal, State, local,
and tribal officials can help safeguard lives
and protect property.

Throughout the hurricane season, we are
also grateful for the compassion, courage,
and generosity of the volunteers and first re-
sponders who stand ready to help their
neighbors in need. Their good hearts reflect
the character of our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
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by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 20 through
May 26, 2007, as National Hurricane Pre-
paredness Week. I call upon government
agencies, private organizations, schools, and
the media to share information about hurri-
cane preparedness. I also urge all Americans
living in vulnerable coastal areas of our Na-
tion to take appropriate measures and pre-
cautions to protect themselves against the ef-
fects of hurricanes.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 22, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 23.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

May 12

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

May 13

In the morning, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Williamsburg, VA, where,
upon arrival, he met with USA Freedom
Corps volunteer Angela Schminke. Later, he
and Mrs. Bush toured the Jamestown settle-
ment.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC.

May 14

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister



